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Wedding Policy Handbook

Marriage is a special act in a person's life. We recognize and encourage this special celebration of love to take place with God's blessing. We also recognize the seriousness of the act and do not believe it should be entered into unadvisedly or lightly. The Apostle Paul compared marriage to the mystical union between Christ and His Church.

We recognize that our church building is a lovely place to hold a wedding. Our denomination and local church do not have any policy against marrying non-members, divorcees, people of different denominational backgrounds, or the unchurched. It is our hope that when you choose a church home you will remember our openness. The church is more than a wedding chapel. Its staff and building are basically supported by its members. Therefore, there is no charge for the use of the building to those of our active members who seek to be married at the church, (see fee schedule on pages 4 and 5.)

Our church has joined with the other churches of Spokane in accepting and agreeing to abide by the conditions of the Greater Spokane Marriage Agreement, (see page 6)

PRACTICAL ITEMS CONCERNING THE WEDDING AND THE CHURCH BUILDING

A. Please inform friends that no rice, confetti or any other materials are to be thrown in the building. If something is to be thrown outside, birdseed is strongly recommended. 

B. Smoking is prohibited in the building.
C. There are to be NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES of any kind on the church property and NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE CHURCH SANCTUARY without prior approval.
D. PHOTOGRAPHY: The wedding photographer should check with the minister or the Wedding Hostess  before  the  service  to  find  out what  he/she  can  and  cannot  do.  (Arrangements can be made for the church to be opened before or left open after the wedding for pictures to be taken).  Any use and placement of special recorders, video cameras, VCRs, etc. must be approved by the minister or Wedding Hostess in advance of the wedding.
E. Only non-drip candles may be used in the stage area or sanctuary. All candelabras MUST be placed on carpet protectors furnished by the church.

OTHER INFORMATION

A. Weddings conducted in the church are subject to pastoral approval. For further
information, please contact the church office. [ Phone (509) 483-1130 ]

B. All church weddings shall be performed by the Senior Pastor OR by a properly
credentialed minister with the approval of the Senior Pastor.

C. Pastor's services will include premarital evaluation and/or testing, counseling,
rehearsal and the wedding.
RESTRICTION ON USE OF FACILITIES

The Fellowship Church of God Corporation reserves the right to restrict the use of all properties owned from any event or program (including same-sex weddings) judged by the Fellowship Church of God Council to be at odds with the mission or teachings of the congregation and/or with the Church of God movement (Anderson, IN), represented formally by the actions of the movement’s General Assembly in North America.  (See Operations Manual for further information)
COUNSELING:

The church believes that marriage should not be entered into unadvisedly or lightly. Therefore, counseling before marriage is a requirement before weddings may be performed at our church. The length of time involved in counseling will be as stated in the Greater Spokane Marriage Agreement except under extenuating circumstances when it shall be at the at the Senior Pastor's discretion.

It is also strongly recommended that the couple set up two post-wedding counseling sessions with the Pastor or someone he recommends. The first should be at 6 months and the second about 1 year.

WEDDING HOSTESS:

A. All weddings with over one bridal attendant require a Wedding Hostess. The
Wedding Hostess will attend the rehearsal and the wedding ceremony. Her
responsibility is to see that the rehearsal and wedding are conducted in a beautiful
and worshipful manner. Due to the amount of time required there will be an
honorarium for the Wedding Hostess.

B. The Wedding Hostess will be the regular church Wedding Hostess or one
approved by the Senior Pastor.

C. The BRIDE or pastor shall prepare a written Wedding Plan in cooperation with the Wedding Hostess due at least 2 weeks before rehearsal.

ORGANIST:

A. It is required that the organist at all weddings be one of the regular church
organists or a qualified organist approved by the Senior Pastor.

B. Prelude music can be provided by the organist unless a request is made for
something special. A list of all music used can be given upon request.  The wedding couple has the responsibility of providing any special music to the organist at least one week in advance.

C. The Senior Pastor may request to know in advance what special music is to be sung and has final authority to overrule any choice of music.
SOLOIST:

If a church soloist is used, the fee schedule on page 4 shows the proper minimum honorarium.

SOUND TECHNICIAN:

Because of the complexity and sensitivity of our sound system, ONLY a regular church sound technician may operate this equipment. Any prerecorded music must be supplied by the bridal party and approved by the Pastor.

MARRIAGE LICENSE:

The marriage license can be obtained from the County Clerk at the county courthouse. It must be given to the minister before the wedding rehearsal. A minister can NOT officiate at a wedding without a license and at least two witnesses. [ Please remember that there is a 3 day waiting period in the state of Washington.]

BRIDAL PARTY:

A. If you wish to dress at the church, we have rooms available for that purpose.

B. Ushers should be on duty at least one-half hour before the ceremony is to begin.

WEDDING EQUIPMENT:

The church does have a pair of candle lighting devices. ALL OTHER wedding equipment can be obtained through most florists or at a rental agency.

RECEPTIONS:

A. Rental of the Reception Hall ONLY or the Fireside Room ONLY. NO services
are provided by the church except custodial service. The bridal party is to furnish
ALL dishes, utensils, food, coffee pot, etc.

B. Reception with services. If so desired, the Women's Ministries of the church
may provide reception service to all wedding parties, members and non-members alike if they are able to do so. This service includes the use of their silver coffee or tea servers, crystal plates and cups, punch bowl, silver flatware, lace tablecloths, silver candle holders and nut or mint dishes. In addition, this service includes preparation of the coffee and punch, setting the tables and washing all dishes and utensils. The bridal party provides the napkins, coffee, punch recipe and ingredients, nuts, mints, wedding cakes, desired floral decorations and candles. The bride usually furnishes four reception helpers — two to pour punch and coffee and two to serve cake.   Fees for this service are payable at least one week in advance of the wedding.

FEE SCHEDULE

(All fees not specifically otherwise scheduled are due on the day of the rehearsal.)

Wedding Fees:

Active MEMBERS
$100

-0-

-0-2
$30

$50

$50

$75

$50

RECEPTION FEES:

-0-

$50

???

DAMAGE DEPOSIT1 SANCTUARY USE

MINISTER'S SERVICES 3
PREMARITAL MATERIALS
SOLOIST ORGANIST SOUND TECHNICIAN

CUSTODIAN WEDDING WEDDING HOSTESS

FELLOWSHIP HALL USE

CUSTODIAN RECEPTION SERVICES 4
 NonMEMBERS
$250
$300
$150
$30
$50

$50

$75

$50

$200

$75

???

1. Damage Deposit is due on booking the facilities and is refundable after the building is inspected and approved.
2. There is no charge for this service but an honorarium of at least $50.00 is recommended.
3. Minister's services will include premarital counseling, the rehearsal and the wedding.
There are no Minister's Services owed to the church if another minister is used.
4. Additional services can be negotiated with the Women of the Church of God
NURSERY ATTENDANTS can be arranged for at an additional expense for the attendant's children under 6 years of age should it be desired.
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